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FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — PRECAST CONCRETE PLANT 

341. MR S.J. PRICE to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the precast concrete plant that has been set up in my electorate, supporting local jobs on this government’s 
Forrestfield rail line project. 

(1) How is this local job-creating project being progressed and delivered by this government? 

(2) Given that this project is underway, will the minister now release the business case? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

I thank the member for Forrestfield for that question. Before I answer it, I acknowledge, on behalf of the member 
for Fremantle, the town planning students from Curtin University and their lecturer, Ms Maggie Turnbull. 

(1)–(2) This project is underway, creating local jobs for Western Australians. It was great to be there this morning 
looking at the concrete plant. Basically, the plant is creating the segments that will line the tunnel from 
Forrestfield to Bayswater. It was a great opportunity to meet the local workers. A great aspect of this 
project is that the operator is training a lot of people from diverse backgrounds in this construction area. 
It was a great opportunity to meet those workers. It is a very, very good project.  

The member for Forrestfield asked whether I could release the business case or the project definition plan 
for this project. The interesting thing about this is that the Leader of the Opposition has denied me, as 
Minister for Transport, access to the project development plan for this project. We know that the Leader of 
the Opposition denied me access to the business case for the Perth Freight Link, and he has now written 
to us and denied the Minister for Transport who is overseeing this project access to the project 
development plan for this project. I can understand the commercial confidentiality issues when the project 
has not gone out to tender and is still in its development phase, but this is under construction. The PFL 
has gone, but the opposition will not give me access. Last week, we reached the incredible point where 
I received a grievance from the member for South Perth about a report to do with new ferry connections, 
and when I asked my agency whether I could have access to that report, I was told that it was 
cabinet-in-confidence. The member for South Perth had a cabinet document, waved it around and gave it 
around everywhere. 

Let us compare the rhetoric of the Leader of the Opposition when he announced that ill-fated 
whistleblower website. He said that there needs to be information on the activities of government; we 
need to have access to documents without going to our lawyers, he said, yet he will not allow the current 
Minister for Transport access to the project development plans of projects I am overseeing. The absolute 
hypocrisy—the dodgy whistleblower website! Maybe I need to ask someone in my agency to place those 
project development plans on the whistleblower website so that I can access them. The opposition set up 
a dodgy whistleblower website, yet the Leader of the Opposition will not release documents that I believe 
are necessary for me to do my job, even though the projects are under contract. This is again hypocrisy 
on the part of the opposition when it comes to accountability and transparency in this place. 
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